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BYRON AND THE COUNTESS GUICCIOLI 


IN 1822, a young American artist, William Edward 
West, was commissioned by the New York Academy of 
Fine Arts to paint a portrait of one of the most striking 
figures of his generation, the “haughty misanthrope’’ 
Lord Byron, who was then at the crest of his fame. 

The young painter found his subject at Leghorn. He 
presented his credentials and Byron consented to pose. 
West later wrote this account of what followed: 

‘On the day appointed | arrived at two o'clock and 
began the picture. | found him a bad sitter. He talked all 
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the time and asked a multitude of questions about Amer- 
ica—how I liked Italy—what I thought of the Italians, 
etc., etc. When he was silent he . . . assumed a counte- 
nance that did not belong to him, as though he was think- 
ing of a frontispiece for Childe Harold.” 

During a later sitting, states West, the window from 
which he received his light was suddenly darkened and he 
heard a voice exclaim, “‘E troppo bello!”” He turned and 
discovered a young woman, ‘‘with long golden hair,”’ re- 
garding them; “her complexion was exquisite, and her 
smile completed one of the most romantic looking heads, 
set off with the bright sun behind it, which I had ever 
beheld.” This beautiful apparition was invited inside and 
Byron introduced her as the Countess Guiccioli. The artist 
continues: 

‘“The next day ... when we were alone, he said he had 
a particular favor to request of me—would | grant ite I 
said I would be happy to oblige him; and he enjoined me 
to the Mlattering task of painting the Countess Guicciolt’s 
portrait for him. On the following morning I began it, 
and, after, they sat alternately. He gave me the whole 
history of his connection with her, and said that he hoped 
it would last forever; at any rate it should not be his fault 
iit didnot wee 

This portrait of the Countess, the young Italian noble- 
woman whose influence Shelley pronounced “‘of inesti- 
mable benefit’’ to Byron, was destined to have a curious 
history. There were a number of later references to it, 
several by: Byron himself, then all trace of it was lost. In 
1906 the Literary Digest published an article on West, 
entitled “A Forgotten American Painter,” in which this 
passage appears: “In Leghorn, he painted the portraits of 
Byron and of Countess Guiccioli. It appears that West 
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kept the picture which is said now to be owned in Eng- 
land. Diligent search has failed to locate it but there 1s a 
copy in pastel, owned by Sir J. G. Tollemache Sinclair.”’ 

Then, more than a quarter century after the Digest ar- 
ticle, the lost portrait came to light. In the catalogue ofa 


sale at Sotheby’s, held June 26, 1933, this entry appeared: 


41. Portrait of the Countess Guiccioli, 3/4 length, turned to 
the left. 

... Teresa, daughter of Count Ruggiero Gamba of Ravenna 
and wife of Count Guiccioli. This portrait was painted for Lord 
Byron on behalf of the Academy of Fine Arts in New York in 
order that he might paint for that body, as he did, a portrait of 
the poet. 


The Club is happy to announce that this Guicciolt por- 
trait (which was acquired by an American collector) is to 
be reproduced for the first time as the frontispiece of its 
next publication, “Byron and the Countess Guicciolt,”’ 
scheduled to appear in December. 

A citcular giving full details of the publication will 
presently reach members, but this advance information 
may properly be given here. The author is Earle V. 
Weller, whose studies of the Keats-Shelley-Byron group 
are well known alike to authorities on this subject and to 
general readers. Mr. Weller’s study is not another biogra- 
phy of Byron; it 1s, however, a full and uncommonly in- 
teresting treatment of the Guiccioli episode in the poet’s 
life, with extensive quotations both from Byron’s corre- 
spondence and that of the Countess. In addition, it con- 
tains a great deal of pertinent background material which 
traces and explains the influences which led to Byron’s 
romance with the beautiful and accomplished Italian 
woman. 
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The illustrations deserve a special word. These will in- 
clude, besides the West portrait, facsimile reproductions 
of one of the Countess Guiccioli’s letters defending her 
relations with Lord Byron, a watercolor of Byron’s head- 
quarters at Missologhni, Greece, several Byron docu- 
ments, and a reproduction, from a steel engraving, of 
West's portrait of the poet. 

“Byron and the Countess Guiccioli” will be designed 
and printed by The Grabhorn Press. Details of the format, 
and the price, have not yet been determined. The edition 
will probably be limited to three hundred copies. 
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ON THE AUTHOR OF “ALICE” 
WHEN, IN 1865, Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, deacon 


and lecturer on the sober subject of mathematics at Christ 
Church, Oxford, published his first book, its contents 
were so far removed from the fields of his professional in- 
terests that he chose to bring it out under a pseudonym. 
The book was “‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland,” 
and, as everyone knows, its success presently became so 
great as to completely overshadow its author’s scholarly 
works on mathematics, of which ‘““An Elementary Trea- 
tise on Determinants”’ (issued two years after “‘Alice’’) 
was one. Further, the nom-de-plume with which he 
signed his little volume of nonsense verses was destined 
to become far better known than his true name. For nearly 
three-quarters of a century Lewis Carroll has been a house- 
hold word wherever the English language 1s spoken, 
whereas the Reverend C. L. Dodgson, lecturer on mathe- 
matics, is known hardly at all. | 

That Dodgson himself was slow to recognize these 
facts, and that he made persistent efforts to prevent his 
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name becoming identified in the public’s mind with the 
Lewis Carroll of “Alice” fame, has long been known. 
Even after his book, after a slow beginning, had captured 
the delighted attention of readers both in England and 
America, and the Mad Hatter, the White Rabbit and the 
March Hare—to say nothing of Alice herself—had be- 
come part of the language, Dodgson remained reluctant 
to acknowledge himself their creator. The story is told 
that when Edward Bok, the Philadelphia editor, called 
on him at Oxford with a tempting offer that he write a 
piece for his magazine, Dodgson assumed a blank and 
puzzled look, informed his visitor that the man he would 
have to see 1n that connection was Lewis Carroll, and 
firmly terminated the interview. That was many years 
after the secret he had tried to keep had become known 
to everyone. 

The brief note here reproduced in facsimile well illus- 
trates the care with which this retiring Oxford don strove 
to preserve his anonymity. The Miss Thomson to whom 
it is addressed was E. Gertrude Thomson, then a well- 
known artist, some of whose drawings Dodgson came 
upon in 1878 and had been so attracted by them that he 
wrote her a letter of appreciation. They later met and be- 
came close friends; it was she who illustrated Lewis Car- 
roll’s “Three Sunsets,” which appeared shortly after his 
death in 1897. 


OD cep cep dor des dee 


CALIFORNIA ON CANVAS 
THIS, THE EIGHTH of the Club’s annual series of 


keepsakes, will consist of twelve folders, one for each 
month of the year. Each will be a color reproduction of 
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a California scene by an early-day artist. The subjects 
have been selected with the aim of picturing typical phases 
of California life from gold rush days to the middle ’7os: 
historic houses, mining operations, stage coaches, steam- 
ships, and the like. All are subjects that took the eye of 
contemporary artists because they represented character- 
istic features of California life during their time. 

Few of the originals—they are in several mediums, oil, 
watercolor, crayon, lithographs—have hitherto been re- 
produced. [he series, therefore, will constitute an interest- 
ing and historically useful portfolio of pioneer scenes not 
elsewhere easily available. The reproductions, made by 
the linoleum block process developed by The Grabhorn 
Press and used with striking effect in several of the recent 
publications of the Press, have been widely admired for 
the beauty of their coloring and their fidelity to the 
originals. 

Of the twelve parts of California on Canvas, five have 
been distributed to the members. Four more, which will 
carry the series through September, are now in prepara- 
tion. It is expected that they will be ready by the end of 
October. The final three parts will be sent out to the 
members before the end of the year. 

One set of the series will be supplied to each member. 
In addition, a limited supply of duplicate sets are avail- 
able, to membets only, at 5.00 per set. Well over half of 
these have been subscribed. The remaining sets will be 
assigned, in rotation, to those whose orders first reach the 
Club. It ts suggested, therefore, that those who want one 
or more sets—which, by the way, will make desirable 
Christmas presents—forward their applications early. 

Slipcases for California on Canvas, uniform with those 
supplied for the earlier keepsakes, are now on hand and 
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orders will be filled without delay. Prices: for all-cloth 


covering, $2.00; for cloth with morocco back, $3.00. A 
few cases, both cloth and half-morocco, are also available, 
at the same prices, for the 1 940 series, Pacific Adventures. 
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ELECTED TO MEMBERSHIP 
THE FOLLOWING new members have been elected 


since June: 


Member Sponsor 
Miss Florence L. Bemis Los Angeles, Cal. A. G. Beaman 
Dr. I. H. Betts Visalia, Cal. R. E. Combs 
Mrs. Mabel H. Bradley San Francisco, Cal. Alfred Sutro 
Mrs. Hugh S. Cumming, Jr. Washington, D. C. Mrs. Frank A. West 
Miss Dorothy M. Drake Claremont, Cal. Dr. Evelyn Steel Little 
Charles C. Fleming Richmond, Va. Oscar Lewis 
Miss Jeannette M. Stanford University, Miss Edith M. Coulter 

Hitchcock Cal 
John W. Holmes Pasadena, Cal. Alfred Sutro 
Mrs. Frederick A. Ingalls Pebble Beach, Cal. D. L. James 
F. Thomas Kemp Los Angeles, Cal. Glen Dawson 
Kenneth Mackintosh Palo Alto, Cal. Alfred Sutro 
Miss Florence M. Power Detroit, Mich. Miss Elinor M. Alexander 
Albert T. Shine Oakland, Cal. William S. Wells, Jr. 
Charles E. Tuttle, Jr. Rutland, Vt. Garfield D. Merner 
Miss Dorothy Zeh Alameda, Cal. Mrs. Ernest A. Rosenstein 


Membership now stands at 554, forty-six short of the 
maximum of six hundred, and a net gain of eight during 
the past three months. Members may recall that in the 
June News-Letter attention was directed to the fact that 
the roll had shown a decline of about fifty during the pre- 
ceding eighteen months, and it was pointed out that in its 
desire to restore the membership to six hundred the Club 
needed all the help it could get. A postcard was enclosed 
for the use of those who might be inclined to propose a 
new member or to suggest the name of a prospect. This 
is the result: In all, thirty-four of the cards were returned. 


Quarterly News-Letter 9 


Of these, six proposed the names of candidates for mem- 
bership, and twenty-eight suggested a total of thirty-two 
names to whom information about Club activities might 
profitably be sent. Of this thirty-two, three have re- 
sponded by returning signed application cards; several 
have written stating that they intend to join at a later date, 
about a dozen wrote letters expressing varying degrees of 
regret, and the others have not been heard from. 

To sum up: this postcard campaign has resulted in the 
election of nine new members, with the likelihood of a 
few more still to come. This is not spectacular, but it 1s an 
encouraging showing nonetheless. It has also (let it be 
hoped) reminded members anew that the Club urgently 
desires to fill the forty-six vacancies still remaining, and 
that their continued cooperation will be most welcome. 
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NOTES ON PUBLICATIONS 
IN JULY of this year the Club published “An Account 


of a Visit to California in 1826-27,”’ being the section re- 
lating to California contained in Captain Frederick Wil- 
liam Beechey’s celebrated but now rare volume of Pacific 
exploration entitled “A Narrative of a Voyage to the 
Pacific and Beering’s Strait Performed in His Majesty's 
Ship Blossom.” 

The book, a large quarto, printed from hand-set type 
and containing a hundred pages of text and five plates 
(four of them in color), is among the handsomest the 
Club has ever issued. It is also one of the liveliest of all 
accounts of California life and customs during the decades 
immediately preceding the American conquest and the 


gold rush. 
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Because this work was announced and published in 
midsummer, it seems probable that it may have escaped 
the notice of some of the members. We therefore again 
call attention to it here, with the further note that the 
edition was three hundred and fifty copies, the printer 
The Grabhorn Press, and the price $8.00. Copies are on 
hand and immediate delivery 1s promised. 

In addition to the above, the following twelve earlier 
titles are also available. They are listed here for the con- 
venience of those who may be tempted to order copies 
while they still remain in stock. 


BALLADS OF ELDORADO. Selected, with a foreword, by 
Earle V. Weller. The best, and most readable, of California bal- 
lads, printed by The Ward Ritchie Press and strikingly illus- 
trated by Barse Miller. 300 copies. $3.00. 


FIRE AND OTHER POEMS by D. H. Lawrence. With an 
introduction by Robinson Jeffers and a note by Frieda Lawrence. 
A first edition of Lawrence and Jeffers and a distinguished recent 
example of Grabhorn printing. 300 copies. $3. 50. 


CATO’S MORAL DISTICHS. A facsimile of a rare Frank- 
lin imprint, with text by Carl Van Doren and a leaf of Benjamin 
Franklin printing. The Ward Ritchie Press. 300 copies. $3.00. 


AN ORIGINAL ISSUE OF THE SPECTATOR. An essay 
on Addison, Steele and the Spectator by Eric Partridge, with a 
genuine issue of this famous 18th century paper bound in each 


copy. [he Grabhorn Press. 450 copies. $6.00. 


THE HELMET OF MAMBRINO by Clarence King. In- 
troduction by Francis P. Farquhar. A tale of Spain, a barber’s 
basin, and Don Horatio of San Francisco. University of Cali- 
fornia Press. 300 copies. $2.00. 


ODES AND SONNETS by Clark Ashton Smith. Introduc- 
tion by George Sterling. Selections from the work of a young 
California poet of great talent. Taylor & Taylor. 300 copies. 
$1.00. 
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LILITH by George Sterling. A long narrative poem that ranks 
with the finest of Sterling's productions. Taylor & Taylor. 350 


copies. $2.00. 


CONTINENT’S END: An Anthology of Contemporary 
California Poets. The best of modern California poetry, selected 
by George Sterling, Genevieve Taggard and James Rorty. John 
Henry Nash. 600 copies. $5.00. 


THE FINAL STANZA by Lewis Browne. An unpublished 
chapter of Browne’s life of Heine. Johnck & Seeger. 300 copies, 
signed by the author. $1.17. 


THE PERSISTENCE OF POETRY by Witter Bynner. Poet- 
ry’s place in the modern world. The Windsor Press. 300 copies, 
signed by the author. $2.00. 


SIR WALTER SCOTT. Essays on the novelist by John 
Bucham and William C. Van Antwerp. Johnck & Seeger. 300 


copies. $1.00. 


BIERCE AND THE POE HOAX by Carroll D. Hall. Intro- 
duction by Carey McWilliams. A spirited retelling of an amus- 
ing episode in San Francisco journalism. The Windsor Press. 
250 copies. $1.00. 
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MISCELLANY 


(@ At the July meeting of the Directors, Earle V. Weller was 
appointed Chairman of the Club's Publication Committee, fill- 
ing the vacancy caused by the death, on March 4, of Albert M. 
Bender. 


(( In the listing of new members in the June quarterly, the resi- 
dence of Lester J. Mittau was erroneously given as San Francisco. 


Mr. Mittau lives at Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 


(@ Captain Beechey’s Account of a Visit to California, published 
in July, was the sixtieth book to be issued under the Club im- 
print. The sixty-first, announced in this issue, will appear in De- 
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cember. A complete file of the publications is on display at the 
Club office, where members and others are invited to examine 
them. 








THE BOOK CLUB OF CALIFORNIA, founded in 1912, is a 
non-commercial, non-profit association of booklovers and col- 
lectors who have a special interest in Pacific Coast literature and 
fine printing. 

Its chief aims are to further the interests of book collectors in 
the West, to promote an understanding and appreciation of fine 
books, and to enhance the pleasures that come from their collec- 
tion and study. These aims find expression in the following 
activities: 


PUBLICATIONS: The Club publishes two or three books a 
year, in editions of from 250 to 350 copies, which are sold at cost, 
and only to members. The publications are selected examples of 
the work of the foremost fine printers of the West. KEEP- 
SAKES: Each year the Club issues and distributes to members 
a series of keepsakes, in six or twelve parts, each of which is de- 
signed by a different Pacific Coast printer. NEWS-LETTER: 
This quarterly keeps members informed of Club activities and 
presents in each number brief papers on various phases of book 
collecting, with special reference to the interests of Western col- 
lectors. The News-Letter, like the keepsakes, is supplied without 
cost to the members. 

The Club is limited to six hundred members. When vacancies 
exist membership is open to all who are in sympathy with its 
aims and whose applications are approved by the Board of Di- 
rectors. Regular Membership involves no responsibilities beyond 
payment of the annual dues of $10.00, there being no initiation 
fee. Dues date from the month of the membet’s election. 

The Club’s policies and activities are governed by a board of 
directors, elected annually. The present officers and directors are: 
Alfred Sutro, President; Flodden W. Heron, Vice-President; 
Oscar Lewis, Secretary; E. V. Weller, Allen L. Chickering, C. 
O. G. Miller, James K. Moffitt, Morgan A. Gunst, Directors. 


